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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7, 10, 13, 22-28, and 33-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Yuen et al. (WO 97/34414). 

1 . As for Claim 1, Yuen et al. teach an electronic program guide system associated 
with a broadcast receiver in a broadcast system (see fig. 2 and page 1 lines 7-9 "This 
invention relates to the field of television and more particularly to a method and 
apparatus for switching between a television viewing mode and a program guide mode 
in which video programs and related text are displayed simultaneously on a television 
screen"), said electronic program guide system comprising: 

receiving means for receiving at least one electronic program guide 
corresponding to the broadcast system (see fig. 7 unit 20 TV is interpreted to be the 
means to receive the electronic program guide); 

first display generation means for generating display of said electronic program 
guide in a first display area of a display unit associated with said broadcast receiver (fig. 
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1 unit 24 Microprocessor and unit 30 Video Processor meet the limitation for the display 
generation means. See pg. 5 lines 9-12 "the program listings are coded by day of the 
week, time of day, and channel so that they can be accessed by the microprocessor 24 
when necessary to supply program schedule information to video processor 30 to 
compose the program listings and the program descriptions." See fig. 2 unit 46 program 
listings, pg. 6 lines 36-37 "Area 46 has a column for time and a column for program title, 
each line of area 46 represents a separate program listings." Area 46 is interpreted to 
be the first display area); 

selecting means for selecting a desired program from said electronic program 
guide (see fig. 6 unit 50 Remote control, pg. 6 lines 26-28 "When the Guide/TV button is 
pressed this time, the channel data in video processor is retrieved by microprocessor 24 
and transmitted to tuner 1 1 to set tuner to the highlighted channel, e.g. FOX 1 1 , the 
case illustrated in FIG. 2" Remote control 50 is the selecting means for selecting a 
desired program from the electronic program guide.); 

tuning means for controlling a tuner of the associated broadcast receiver to tune 
to the selected program (see fig. 1 unit 24 Microprocessor and unit 1 1 Tuner, pg. 5 lines 
26-29 "by comparing the cursor position in the register 32 with the channel 
corresponding to the highlighted area of the video processor 30, the channel of the 
highlighted program is derived and coupled to the microprocessor 24. The 
microprocessor 24 then sets the tuner 11 to this channel." Microprocessor 24 is 
interpreted to be the tuning means to control the tuner); 
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second display generation means for generating display of the selected program 
in a second display area of said display unit (see pg. 5 lines 30-33 "When the viewer 
finds the video program he or she wishes to watch, the viewer leaves the EPG. As a 
result, the microprocessor 24 switches the PIP chip 19 out of the PIP mode, such that 
the video program inputted from the tuner 1 1 is displayed full screen". Microprocessor 
24 is interpreted to be the second display generation means and the full screen is 
interpreted to be the second display area of said display unit); and 

storage means for storing parameters identifying said selected program (see fig. 
1 unit 34 Last Channel Register, pg. 4 lines 31-32 "When the receiver is in the television 
viewing mode, the channel to which tuner 1 1 is set is stored in register 34."); and 
wherein additional program selections causes tuning and display of the additionally 
selected programs in the second display area and addition of parameters identifying the 
additionally selected programs to the storage means (see pg. 4 lines 33-34 "Each time 
tuner 1 1 is set to a new channel, the last channel data in register 34 is updated". Also 
see pg. 4 lines 22-24 "A television system according to the present invention provides 
the viewer with a last channel recall feature which allows the viewer to return to the last 
channel displayed full screen from the guide mode". It is interpreted that the parameter 
of the channel that is displayed in full screen (second display area) is stored). 

2. As for Claim 2, Yuen et al. teach first input means allowing selection of stored 
parameters identifying a previously selected program, wherein said selection causes 
tuning and display of the previously selected program in the second display area of the 
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display unit (see fig. 2 unit 45 Last Channel, and pg. 8 lines 33-38 "to utilize the last 
channel recall feature, the viewer pushes the GUIDE/TV button to exit the guide mode 
while the cursor is positioned on the last channel listing 45, which controls the 
microprocessor to retrieve the channel designated for the LCF from the last channel 
register 34 and to control the tuner to tune the LCF. Hence, the program being telecast 
on the LCF is displayed full screen upon returning to the television viewing mode.") 

3. As for Claim 3, Yuen et al. teach a second input means allowing selection of the 
program currently being displayed in the second display area of the display unit for full 
screen display. The claim language "allowing selection of the program currently being 
displayed" is interpreted to be broad enough by the examiner that a passive state of a 
user of leaving a program to continue to be displayed in the second display area (which 
is interpreted in previous claims above to be full screen display) is inherently allowing 
the current program being displayed in the second display area of the display for full 
screen display. 

4. As for Claim 4, Yuen et al. teach a third display generation means for generating 
display of a list of the programs stored in the storage means in a third display area of 
the display unit (see fig. 2 unit 45 Last Channel is interpreted to be the third display area 
that list the programs stored as the last channel viewed full screen). 
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5. As for Claim 5, Yuen et al. teach said first input means allows for stepwise 
sequential selection of the stored parameters (see fig. 2 unit 45 Last Channel, and pg. 8 
lines 33-38 "to utilize the last channel recall feature, the viewer pushes the GUIDE/TV 
button to exit the guide mode while the cursor is positioned on the last channel listing 
45, which controls the microprocessor to retrieve the channel designated for the LCF 
from the last channel register 34 and to control the tuner to tune the LCF. Hence, the 
program being telecast on the LCF is displayed full screen upon returning to the 
television viewing mode." The step of selecting the last channel stored is interpreted to 
be a stepwise sequential selection). 

6. As for Claim 6, Yuen et al. teach third input means for allowing selection of a 
program from said list, wherein said selection causes tuning and display of the selected 
program in the second display area of the display unit (see fig. 2 unit 45 Last Channel, 
and pg. 8 lines 33-38 "to utilize the last channel recall feature, the viewer pushes the 
GUIDE/TV button to exit the guide mode while the cursor is positioned on the last 
channel listing 45, which controls the microprocessor to retrieve the channel designated 
for the LCF from the last channel register 34 and to control the tuner to tune the LCF. 
Hence, the program being telecast on the LCF is displayed full screen upon returning to 
the television viewing mode."). 

7. As for Claim 7, Yuen et al. teach fourth input means for allowing selection from said 
list of a program currently being displayed in the second display area of the display unit, 
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wherein said selection causes full screen display of the selected program on the display 
unit (see fig. 2 unit 45 Last Channel, and pg. 8 lines 33-38 "to utilize the last channel 
recall feature, the viewer pushes the GUIDE/TV button to exit the guide mode while the 
cursor is positioned on the last channel listing 45, which controls the microprocessor to 
retrieve the channel designated for the LCF from the last channel register 34 and to 
control the tuner to tune the LCF. Hence, the program being telecast on the LCF is 
displayed full screen upon returning to the television viewing mode."). 

10. As for Claim 10, Yuen et al. teach said electronic program guide system is 
incorporated in an integrated receiver decoder. See fig. 1 and pg. 4 line 25 "Fig. 1 is a 
schematic block diagram of a television receiver that has an EPG" The television 
receiver is interpreted to be an integrated receiver decoder. 

13. As for Claim 13, Yuen et al. teach said electronic program guide system is 
incorporated in a television receiver. See fig. 1 and pg. 4 line 25 "Fig. 1 is a schematic 
block diagram of a television receiver that has an EPG" 

22. As for Claim 22, Yuen et al. teach a method for browsing programs selected for 
display in a second display area of an electronic program guide system associated with 
a broadcast receiver (see fig. 2 and page 1 lines 7-9 "This invention relates to the field 
of television and more particularly to a method and apparatus for switching between a 
television viewing mode and a program guide mode in which video programs and 
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related text are displayed simultaneously on a television screen") comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving at least one electronic program guide corresponding to a broadcast 
system (see fig. 7 unit 20 TV is interpreted to be the means to receive the electronic 
program guide); 

generating display of said electronic program guide in a first display area of a 
display unit associated with said broadcast receiver (fig. 1 unit 24 Microprocessor and 
unit 30 Video Processor meet the limitation for the display generation means. See pg. 5 
lines 9-12 "the program listings are coded by day of the week, time of day, and channel 
so that they can be accessed by the microprocessor 24 when necessary to supply 
program schedule information to video processor 30 to compose the program listings 
and the program descriptions." See fig. 2 unit 46 program listings, pg. 6 lines 36-37 
"Area 46 has a column for time and a column for program title, each line of area 46 
represents a separate program listings." Area 46 is interpreted to be the first display 
area); 

selecting a desired program from said electronic program guide (see fig. 6 unit 50 
Remote control, pg. 6 lines 26-28 "When the Guide/TV button is pressed this time, the 
channel data in video processor is retrieved by microprocessor 24 and transmitted to 
tuner 1 1 to set tuner to the highlighted channel, e.g. FOX 1 1 , the case illustrated in FIG. 

2" ); 

controlling a tuner of the associated broadcast receiver to tune to the selected 
program (see fig. 1 unit 24 Microprocessor and unit 11 Tuner, pg. 5 lines 26-29 "by 
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comparing the cursor position in the register 32 with the channel corresponding to the 
highlighted area of the video processor 30, the channel of the highlighted program is 
derived and coupled to the microprocessor 24. The microprocessor 24 then sets the 
tuner 11 to this channel."); 

generating display of the selected program in the second display area of said 
display unit (see pg. 5 lines 30-33 "When the viewer finds the video program he or she 
wishes to watch, the viewer leaves the EPG. As a result, the microprocessor 24 
switches the PIP chip 19 out of the PIP mode, such that the video program inputted 
from the tuner 1 1 is displayed full screen". Full screen is interpreted to be the second 
display area of said display unit); 

storing parameters identifying said selected program (see fig. 1 unit 34 Last 
Channel Register, pg. 4 lines 31-32 "When the receiver is in the television viewing 
mode, the channel to which tuner 1 1 is set is stored in register 34."); 

repeating the controlling, generating and storing steps for each subsequently 
made program selection (see pg. 4 lines 33-34 "Each time tuner 1 1 is set to a new 
channel, the last channel data in register 34 is updated". Also see pg. 4 lines 22-24 "A 
television system according to the present invention provides the viewer with a last 
channel recall feature which allows the viewer to return to the last channel displayed full 
screen from the guide mode". It is interpreted that the parameter of the channel that is 
displayed in full screen (second display area) is stored). 
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23. As for Claim 23, Yuen et al. teach selecting stored parameters identifying a 
previously selected program; controlling a tuner of the associated broadcast receiver to 
tune to the program identified by the selected parameters; generating display of the 
program identified by the selected parameters in the second display area of said display 
unit (see fig. 2 unit 45 Last Channel, and pg. 8 lines 33-38 "to utilize the last channel 
recall feature, the viewer pushes the GUIDE/TV button to exit the guide mode while the 
cursor is positioned on the last channel listing 45, which controls the microprocessor to 
retrieve the channel designated for the LCF from the last channel register 34 and to 
control the tuner to tune the LCF. Hence, the program being telecast on the LCF is 
displayed full screen upon returning to the television viewing mode."). 

24. As for Claim 24, Yuen et al. teach selecting the program currently being displayed 
in the second display area of the display unit for full screen display (The second display 
area is interpreted to be a full screen display. Therefore, when a user selects a 
program to be displayed in the second display area, the user is inherently selecting the 
program to be displayed in full screen). 

25. As for Claim 25, Yuen et al. teach generating display of a list of the programs 
stored in the storage means in a third display area of the display unit (see fig. 2 unit 45 
Last Channel is interpreted to be the third display area that list the programs stored as 
the last channel viewed full screen). 
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26. As for Claim 26, Yuen et al. teach inputting stepwise sequential selection of the 
stored parameters (see fig. 2 unit 45 Last Channel, and pg. 8 lines 33-38 "to utilize the 
last channel recall feature, the viewer pushes the GUIDE/TV button to exit the guide 
mode while the cursor is positioned on the last channel listing 45, which controls the 
microprocessor to retrieve the channel designated for the LCF from the last channel 
register 34 and to control the tuner to tune the LCF. Hence, the program being telecast 
on the LCF is displayed full screen upon returning to the television viewing mode." The 
step of selecting the last channel stored is interpreted to be a stepwise sequential 
selection). 

27. As for Claim 27, Yuen et al. teach selecting a program from said list; controlling a 
tuner of the associated broadcast receiver to tune to the program selected; generating 
display of the program selected in the second display area of said display unit (see fig. 2 
unit 45 Last Channel, and pg. 8 lines 33-38 "to utilize the last channel recall feature, the 
viewer pushes the GUIDE/TV button to exit the guide mode while the cursor is 
positioned on the last channel listing 45, which controls the microprocessor to retrieve 
the channel designated for the LCF from the last channel register 34 and to control the 
tuner to tune the LCF. Hence, the program being telecast on the LCF is displayed full 
screen upon returning to the television viewing mode."). 

28. As for Claim 28, Yuen et al. teach selecting from said list a program currently being 
displayed in the second display area of the display unit; generating full screen display of 
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the selected program on the display unit (The second display area is interpreted to be a 
full screen display. Therefore, when a user selects a program to be displayed in the 
second display area, the user is inherently selecting the program to be displayed in full 
screen). 

33. As for Claim 33, all the limitations of Claim 33 fall within the limitations of Claim 1 . 
The limitations of claims 33 are analyzed and rejected as discussed above with 
reference to Claim 1. Claim 33 further requires a computer program product stored on 
a computer readable storage medium, comprising computer readable program code 
means for causing a computer to perform the limitations of the claim. The limitation of 
the computer program product is met by Fig. 1 unit 24 microprocessor of Yuen et al. 
Also see Yuen et al. pg. 4 lines 27-28 "Microprocessor 24 is programmed to execute the 
functions described below." It is interpreted that Microprocessor 24 is a computer 
program product to carry out the limitations of the claim. 

34. As for Claim 34, all the limitations of Claim 34 fall within the limitations of Claim 1 . 
The limitations of claims 34 are analyzed and rejected as discussed above with 
reference to Claim 1. Claim 34 further requires a computer program product directly 
loadable into the internal memory of a digital computer comprising software code 
portions for performing the limitations of the claim when said product is run on a 
computer. The limitation of the computer program product directly loadable into the 
internal memory of a digital computer comprising software code portions is met by Fig. 1 
unit 24 microprocessor of Yuen et al. Also see Yuen et al. pg. 4 lines 27-28 
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"Microprocessor 24 is programmed to execute the functions described below." It is 
interpreted that Microprocessor 24 is a digital computer program product to carry out the 
limitations of the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8-9,11, 15-18, 20 and 29-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Yuen et al. (WO 97/34414) in view of Bates et al. (U.S. PG-Pub 

2002/0152459). 

8. As for Claim 8, Yuen et al. do not expressly teach a timer means, wherein said timer 
means is activated upon program selection and causes tuning and display of the 
selected program in the second display area of the display unit for a predetermined time 
and renewed tuning and display of the previously selected program in the second 
display area of the display unit upon elapse of the predetermined time. However, in the 
same field of endeavor, Bates et al. teach an interactive television system that monitors 
how long a user has been watching a particular channel and returns user to a pervious 
watched channel when the time elapsed watching the first channel is less than a 
threshold amount. See bates et al. [0005] "Recall of previous channel based on view 
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time may be implemented, for example, by monitoring the viewing time for a first 
television channel, switching to a second television channel and determining if view time 
exceeded a threshold, then storing first television channel as the channel of interest. 
After the viewer switches though a plurality of additional television channels to some 
final channel, remaining on none longer then the threshold period, the viewer activates 
the selective view function which returns him to the last channel of interest" and [0024] 
"Other examples of determining the initial program of interest to the user may include 
but are not limited to, finding the program that was last viewed during the time 
slot,". In light of the teaching of Bates et al., it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the teaching 
of Yuen et al. to have a timer means to monitor how long a user has been watching a 
program and tuning back to a previously selected channel when a predetermined 
amount of time elapses. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
do this in order to provide a fast method to return back to a channel of interest after a 
brief channel surf. See Bates et al. [0004] "A problem occurs when a viewer wishes to 
return to his or her show of interest. To do this the viewer has to either press the 
opposing up or down button the same number of times or enter the number for the 
channel of the show of interest . . . Therefore, a significant need exists in the art for a 
channel control that will allow the viewer to swap between the current surfing position 
and the show of interest so that the "territory" covered during a channel surf can be 
extended." 
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9. As for Claim 9, the modified Yuen et al. teaches fifth input means for allowing 
selection of the program being displayed in the second display area of the display unit 
for the predetermined time, wherein said selection causes full screen display of the 
selected program on the display unit (see fig. 2 unit 45 Last Channel, and pg. 8 lines 33- 
38 "to utilize the last channel recall feature, the viewer pushes the GUIDE/TV button to 
exit the guide mode while the cursor is positioned on the last channel listing 45, which 
controls the microprocessor to retrieve the channel designated for the LCF from the last 
channel register 34 and to control the tuner to tune the LCF. Hence, the program being 
telecast on the LCF is displayed full screen upon returning to the television viewing 
mode."). 

1 1 . As for Claim 1 1 , the modified Yuen et al. in view of Bates et al. teaches said 
electronic program guide system is incorporated in a set-top box. See Bates et al. 
[0015] "However, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art having benefit 
of the instant disclosure that such functionality may be implemented in any number of 
devices capable of providing program information to a user on one of a plurality of 
channels, including, for example, televisions, cable set top boxes, personal video 
recorders, computers, VCR's, audio tuners, etc." 

15. As for Claim 15, Yuen et al. teach an electronic program guide system associated 
with a broadcast receiver in a broadcast system (see fig. 2 and page 1 lines 7-9 "This 
invention relates to the field of television and more particularly to a method and 
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apparatus for switching between a television viewing mode and a program guide mode 
in which video programs and related text are displayed simultaneously on a television 
screen"), said electronic program guide system comprising: 

receiving means for receiving at least one electronic program guide 
corresponding to the broadcast system (see fig. 7 unit 20 TV is interpreted to be the 
means to receive the electronic program guide); 

first display generation means for generating display of said electronic program 
guide in a first display area of a display unit associated with said broadcast receiver (fig. 
1 unit 24 Microprocessor and unit 30 Video Processor meet the limitation for the display 
generation means. See pg. 5 lines 9-12 "the program listings are coded by day of the 
week, time of day, and channel so that they can be accessed by the microprocessor 24 
when necessary to supply program schedule information to video processor 30 to 
compose the program listings and the program descriptions." See fig. 2 unit 46 program 
listings, pg. 6 lines 36-37 "Area 46 has a column for time and a column for program title, 
each line of area 46 represents a separate program listings." Area 46 is interpreted to 
be the first display area); 

selecting means for selecting a desired program from said electronic program 
guide (see fig. 6 unit 50 Remote control, pg. 6 lines 26-28 "When the Guide/TV button is 
pressed this time, the channel data in video processor is retrieved by microprocessor 24 
and transmitted to tuner 1 1 to set tuner to the highlighted channel, e.g. FOX 1 1 , the 
case illustrated in FIG. 2" Remote control 50 is the selecting means for selecting a 
desired program from the electronic program guide.); 
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tuning means for controlling a tuner of the associated broadcast receiver to tune 
to the selected program (see fig. 1 unit 24 Microprocessor and unit 1 1 Tuner, pg. 5 lines 
26-29 "by comparing the cursor position in the register 32 with the channel 
corresponding to the highlighted area of the video processor 30, the channel of the 
highlighted program is derived and coupled to the microprocessor 24. The 
microprocessor 24 then sets the tuner 11 to this channel." Microprocessor 24 is 
interpreted to be the tuning means to control the tuner); 

second display generation means for generating display of the selected program 
in a second display area of said display unit (see pg. 5 lines 30-33 "When the viewer 
finds the video program he or she wishes to watch, the viewer leaves the EPG. As a 
result, the microprocessor 24 switches the PIP chip 19 out of the PIP mode, such that 
the video program inputted from the tuner 1 1 is displayed full screen". Microprocessor 
24 is interpreted to be the second display generation means and the full screen is 
interpreted to be the second display area of said display unit); 

storage means for storing parameters identifying said selected program (see fig. 
1 unit 34 Last Channel Register, pg. 4 lines 31-32 "When the receiver is in the television 
viewing mode, the channel to which tuner 1 1 is set is stored in register 34."); 

However, Yuen et al. do not expressly teach a timer means; and wherein an additional 
program selection causes tuning and display of the additionally selected program in the 
second display area and wherein said timer means is activated upon additional program 
selection and causes tuning and display of the additionally selected program in the 
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second display area of the display unit for a predetermined time and renewed tuning 
and display of the previously selected program in the second display area of the display 
unit upon elapse of the predetermined time. In the same field of endeavor, However, in 
the same field of endeavor, Bates et al. teach an interactive television system that 
monitors how long a user has been watching a particular channel and returns user to a 
pervious watched channel when the time elapsed watching the first channel is less than 
a threshold amount. See bates et al. [0005] "Recall of previous channel based on view 
time may be implemented, for example, by monitoring the viewing time for a first 
television channel, switching to a second television channel and determining if view time 
exceeded a threshold, then storing first television channel as the channel of interest. 
After the viewer switches though a plurality of additional television channels to some 
final channel, remaining on none longer then the threshold period, the viewer activates 
the selective view function which returns him to the last channel of interest" and [0024] 
"Other examples of determining the initial program of interest to the user may include 
but are not limited to, finding the program that was last viewed during the time 
slot,". In light of the teaching of Bates et al., it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the teaching 
of Yuen et al. to have a timer means to monitor how long a user has been watching a 
program and tuning back to a previously selected channel when a predetermined 
amount of time elapses. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
do this in order to provide a fast method to return back to a channel of interest after a 
brief channel surf. See Bates et al. [0004] "A problem occurs when a viewer wishes to 
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return to his or her show of interest. To do this the viewer has to either press the 
opposing up or down button the same number of times or enter the number for the 
channel of the show of interest . . . Therefore, a significant need exists in the art for a 
channel control that will allow the viewer to swap between the current surfing position 
and the show of interest so that the "territory" covered during a channel surf can be 
extended." 

16. As for Claim 16, the modified Yuen et al. in view of Bates et al. teaches fifth input 
means for allowing selection of the program being displayed in the second display area 
of the display unit for the predetermined time, wherein said selection causes full screen 
display of the selected program on the display unit. See Yuen et al. fig. 2 unit 45 Last 
Channel, and pg. 8 lines 33-38 "to utilize the last channel recall feature, the viewer 
pushes the GUIDE/TV button to exit the guide mode while the cursor is positioned on 
the last channel listing 45, which controls the microprocessor to retrieve the channel 
designated for the LCF from the last channel register 34 and to control the tuner to tune 
the LCF. Hence, the program being telecast on the LCF is displayed full screen upon 
returning to the television viewing mode." 

17. As for Claim 17, the modified Yuen et al. in view of Bates et al. teaches said 
electronic program guide system is incorporated in an integrated receiver decoder. See 
Bates et al. [0015] "However, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art 
having benefit of the instant disclosure that such functionality may be implemented in 
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any number of devices capable of providing program information to a user on one of a 
plurality of channels, including, for example, televisions, cable set top boxes, personal 
video recorders, computers, VCR's, audio tuners, etc." The cable set top box is 
interpreted to be an integrated receiver decoder. 

18. As for Claim 18, the modified Yuen et al. in view of Bates et al. teaches said 
electronic program guide system is incorporated in a set-top box. See Bates et al. 
[0015] "However, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art having benefit 
of the instant disclosure that such functionality may be implemented in any number of 
devices capable of providing program information to a user on one of a plurality of 
channels, including, for example, televisions, cable set top boxes, personal video 
recorders, computers, VCR's, audio tuners, etc." 

20. As for Claim 20, the modified Yuen et al. in view of Bates et al. teaches said 
electronic program guide system is incorporated in a television receiver. See Bates et 
al. [0015] "However, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art having 
benefit of the instant disclosure that such functionality may be implemented in any 
number of devices capable of providing program information to a user on one of a 
plurality of channels, including, for example, televisions, cable set top boxes, personal 
video recorders, computers, VCR's, audio tuners, etc." 
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29. As for Claim 29, Yuen et al. do not expressly teach activating timer means upon 
program selection; controlling a tuner of the associated broadcast receiver to tune to the 
selected program for a predetermined time; generating display of the selected program 
in the second display area of said display unit for the predetermined time; controlling the 
tuner of the associated broadcast receiver to tune to the previously selected program 
upon elapse of the predetermined time; generating display of the previously selected 
program in the second display area of said display unit upon elapse of the 
predetermined time. However, in the same field of endeavor, Bates et al. teach an 
interactive television system that monitors how long a user has been watching a 
particular channel and returns user to a pervious watched channel when the time 
elapsed watching the first channel is less than a threshold amount. See bates et al. 
[0005] "Recall of previous channel based on view time may be implemented, for 
example, by monitoring the viewing time for a first television channel, switching to a 
second television channel and determining if view time exceeded a threshold, then 
storing first television channel as the channel of interest. After the viewer switches 
though a plurality of additional television channels to some final channel, remaining on 
none longer then the threshold period, the viewer activates the selective view function 
which returns him to the last channel of interest" and [0024] "Other examples of 
determining the initial program of interest to the user may include but are not limited to, 
finding the program that was last viewed during the time slot,". In light of the 
teaching of Bates et al., it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the teaching of Yuen et al. to have a 
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timer means to monitor how long a user has been watching a program and tuning back 
to a previously selected channel when a predetermined amount of time elapses. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this in order to provide a fast 
method to return back to a channel of interest after a brief channel surf. See Bates et 
al. [0004] "A problem occurs when a viewer wishes to return to his or her show of 
interest. To do this the viewer has to either press the opposing up or down button the 
same number of times or enter the number for the channel of the show of interest . . . 
Therefore, a significant need exists in the art for a channel control that will allow the 
viewer to swap between the current surfing position and the show of interest so that the 
"territory" covered during a channel surf can be extended." 

30. As for Claim 30, Yuen et al. teach selecting the program being displayed in the 
second display area of the display unit for the predetermined time; and generating full 
screen display of the selected program on the display unit. The second display area is 
interpreted to be a full screen display. Therefore, when a user selects a program to be 
displayed in the second display area, the user is inherently selecting the program to be 
displayed in full screen 

31 . As for Claim 31, all the limitations of Claim 31 fall within the limitations of Claims 1 
and 15. The limitations of claims 31 are analyzed and rejected as discussed above with 
reference to Claims 1 and 15. 
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32. As for Claim 32, all the limitations of Claim 32 fall within the limitations of Claim 16. 
The limitations of claims 32 are analyzed and rejected as discussed above with 
reference to Claim 16. 

Claims 12, and 14, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yuen et al. (WO 97/34414) in view Darbee et al. (U.S. Patent # 6,130,726) 

19. As for Claims 12 and 14, Yuen et al. do not expressly teach said electronic 
program guide system is incorporated in a mobile handset and/or mobile display 
appliance. However, in the same field of endeavor, Darbee et al. teach a hand held 
remote control unit that is configured to display electronic program guide. See Darbee 
et al. fig. 1 unit 14 display and col. 5 lines 3-5 "FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a remote 
control in accordance with one form of the present invention and having a visual display 
for displaying a program guide, an advertisement or other information." The remote 
control unit is interpreted to be a mobile handset and/or mobile display appliance. In 
light of the teaching of Darbee et al., it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
at the time the invention was made to have modified the teaching of Yuen et al. to have 
the electronic program guide be displayed on a remote control unit. One of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been motivated to do this in order to provide the electronic 
program guide to a user without interrupting the programming that is being displayed on 
the television. See Darbee et al. col. 2 lines 46-49 "the present invention is directed 
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to a remote control unit having a graphic display for depicting program scheduling 
and/or advertising information without causing an interruption in content that is being 
depicted on an associated television monitor." 

Claims 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yuen et al. (WO 97/34414) in view in view of Bates et al. (U.S. PG-Pub 
2002/0152459) in further view of Darbee et al. (U.S. Patent # 6,130,726) 

19. As for Claims 19 and 21, neither Yuen et al. nor Bates et al. expressly teach said 
electronic program guide system is incorporated in a mobile handset and/or mobile 
display appliance. However, in the same field of endeavor, Darbee et al. teach a hand 
held remote control unit that is configured to display electronic program guide. See 
Darbee et al. fig. 1 unit 14 display and col. 5 lines 3-5 "FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a 
remote control in accordance with one form of the present invention and having a visual 
display for displaying a program guide, an advertisement or other information." The 
remote control unit is interpreted to be a mobile handset and/or mobile display 
appliance. In light of the teaching of Darbee et al., it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have modified Yuen et al. in view of 
Bates et al. to have the electronic program guide be displayed on a remote control unit. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this in order to provide 
the electronic program guide to a user without interrupting the programming that is 
being displayed on the television. See Darbee et al. col. 2 lines 46-49 "the present 
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invention is directed to a remote control unit having a graphic display for depicting 
program scheduling and/or advertising information without causing an interruption in 
content that is being depicted on an associated television monitor." 
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